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MISSOULA --
Coach Mike Montgomery debuts his 1980-81 University of Montana Grizzly basketball 
team Friday, Nov. 28 at 8 p.m. in Adams Field House's Dahlberg Arena (cap: 9,329). The 
Lady Grizzlies will also open their season that night, playing the preliminary game 
at 5:45 o'clock.
Western Washington University of Bellingham will be UM's first opponent. Montana 
is back in Dahlberg Arena Monday, Dec. 1, hosting the San Jose Spartans. There will be 
no preliminary game Monday.
"We really need a game," Montgomery said. "Western Washington has an excellent 
coach in Chuck Randall. He has had a lot of success the past few years. We are hoping 
the game will give us a chance to play some of our younger players. We hope to keep 
our mistakes at a minimum."
The Grizzlies, 17-11 a year ago, return four starters from their third place Big 
Sky Conference team. UM was 8-6 in Big Sky play last year. The Grizzlies, who made 
it to the conference championship game, lost 50-42 to nationally ranked Weber State.
Leading the way for UM is 6-6 senior guard Craig Zanon from Kali spell. Zanon 
was a second team All-Big Sky pick last year, and led the team in scoring (15-1).
Senior lead guard Blaine Taylor (6-2), from Missoula is also back for Montgomery's 
1980-81 team. Taylor was an al1-conference honorable mention pick. He was UM's No. 2 
scorer (11.2), led the team in assists (104), field goal percentage (.489), free throw 
percentage (.843) and minutes played (918).
(more)
BASKETBALL —  add 1-1-1
Forwards Marty Green (6-10) and Rod Brandon (6-6) are tne other starters who 
return. Green averaged 6.7 points and 4.7 rebounds a game last year, while Brandon 
averaged 7.6 and 5.4. Both are seniors. Green is from Missoula, while Brandon is
from Norwalk, Calif.
Montgomery announced earlier this season that Zanon, Brandon and Taylor were
named tri-captains of the team this year.
The center position is the question mark for UM. Senior Tim Knight (6-8) or 
sophomore Craig Larsen (6-11) could get the starting nod against the Vikings. Knight 
averaged 5.2 points and 3.7 rebounds last year, while Larsen averaged 2.5 and 1.2 in
1imited action. ,
Sophomore Derrick Pope (6-6) and freshman Marc Glass (6-3) should see a lot of
playing time this season, Montgomery said.
The Vikings have only one returning starter and three lettermen back this year. 
Coach Chuck Randall's team was 11-15 overall last season and 2-8 (sixth) in the
Washington Intercollegiate Basketball Association.
Top players for Western are guard Darcy Weisner (6-3), forward Tim Sheehan (6-5),
and guard Ron Durant (6-2).
Randall has an excellent career record of 467-244 in 30 years, and is 270-162 in
17 years as head coach for the Vikings.
After the Dec. il home game with San Jose State, Montana will travel to play at
Portland State Dec. 3, and are back home Dec., hosting Puget Sound.
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